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*** NEWS RELEASE ***

Friday, October 25, 2002.

CRICKET CLUB HIT FOR SIX OVER HOME GROUND

The successful and long-established Moonee Valley Cricket Club’s long-term viability is in danger because of Council mismanagement of its home ground.

Club president Darren Nagle said the Moonee Valley Council had failed to monitor and deal with the effects of excessive use of the Ormond Park eastern oval by the local soccer club during the winter season. As a result the ground had been condemned by the Victorian Cricket Association as unsafe to play on just days before the October 5 start to the season.

“The loss of a wicket for the use of our 3rd and 4th Elevens and our junior sides just a few days before the start of the season has devastated the club,” Mr Nagle said.

“I was constantly on the phone to the Council expressing concern at the way the ground was being damaged, but they took no notice and no action.

“Our ground use agreement also gave us control of the ground from the mid-September official end of the Winter Season, but the Council ignored our repeated requests to hand it over from the soccer club and remove the goalposts – which were still fixed in the ground when the season started.

“Now our club has been hit for six by the loss of our home ground, and we have had to transfer our matches to Fairbairn Park – well away from our home, and right in the middle of the territory of rival clubs.

“We call on Council to act immediately and honor our ground rental contract, and hand over Ormond Park in a fit and proper condition to play cricket.

“We can’t run a cricket club without a home, and the Council is squarely to blame.”

Mr Nagle said Council officers had admitted the redevelopment of Ormond Park two seasons ago had been a failure, with poor drainage laid down and the wrong soil used, and it would probably have to go through the expensive process of digging up and re-laying the ground.

“But that means Moonee Valley Cricket Club could lose the ground for all of this season and part of the next, following on from the loss of access we had at the time of the redevelopment,” he said.

“It’s just not cricket! Not even the MCG could sustain the level of use which the eastern oval had from the soccer club over winter, yet the Council ignored our concerns and allowed it to be run down to the point where it is totally unfit for any sport.”
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The ground has extensive bare and sandy patches on three sides of the wicket, uneven tufts of grass and dips and holes in the surface, and the council also allowed the laying of heavy concrete blocks and seating about 10 metres inside the boundary – a major hazard inside the cricket field of play!

Mr Nagle said the club has written to the Council demanding urgent remedial action to make the ground playable until it was dug up and re-laid, after failing to receive satisfactory answers from staff. The letter and phone calls to the Mayor have also gone unanswered.

“The Council has treated the Moonee Valley Cricket Club as second-rate tenants throughout this process, and our young players are being made to suffer,” he said.

“In the off-season we also developed a proposal to install an Under 12 wicket at the southern end of the oval, but it took seven months for the Council to even give us a final copy of the Ormond Park master plan to work from.

“Then the plan they gave us showed only the football and soccer playing areas, and didn’t even acknowledge that the cricket club existed. What a joke, given that the Moonee Valley Cricket Club has proudly called Ormond Park its home since 1971, and has been the most successful local club in the region for three decades.”

Mr Nagle said the club’s budget had been knocked for six by the condemning of the ground, with significant loss of income now expected from the canteen, bar sales, membership, sponsorship and the staging of finals matches.

The club’s two senior turf teams are able to play on the western oval, which was handed over in an excellent condition by the Moonee Valley Football Club. Its two Under 10 teams and two Under 14 girls’ teams are able to play on mown strips in the environs of the turf wickets, but the six Under 12, Under 14 and Under 16 teams have been forced to relocate.

Media inquiries:


Charlie Walker, Moonee Valley Cricket Club 0409 237 543.
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